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Dedication 

 

The 2015 Annual Report is Dedicated to the   
Ambulance Advisory Committee 

 
The City of Gardiner would like to dedicate the 2015 annual report to the ambulance advisory board. The 

ambulance advisory board is comprised of representatives from each of our nine partner communities, 

providing guidance to the operation of our ambulance service. During a time when our ambulance service 

was experiencing financial difficulties the ambulance board was instrumental in leading the effort to make 

the necessary changes to allow the ambulance service to be financially viable. The efforts of the board were 

instrumental in maintaining our current communities as part of the ambulance service and set the stage to 

add Dresden and Richmond back to our service area. Because of these efforts the financial picture for the 

ambulance service is in a much better position. We want to show our appreciation to the ambulance advisory 

board for their continued support and guidance of our ambulance service. We could not provide the level of 

service that we do without them. 
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City of Gardiner  

6 Church Street 
Gardiner, ME  04345 

ʗĜȡĜȺ ó"ȉ|ĜƖ±ȉ kĜȺʲ ĉ"ŴŴ̃ȡ ʞ±bȡĜȺ± "Ⱥ www.gardinermaine.com    

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 8:30am to 4:30pm,  

Wednesday,  9:30am to 7:00pm and Friday, 8:30am to 3:30pm  

Contact City Hall  
DEPARTMENT   NAME       PHONE EMAIL 

Animal Control   Jamie Dacyczyn      582-5150 aco@gardinermaine.com 

Assessing    Curt Lebel       582-6892 assessor@gardinermaine.com 

City Clerk/Registrar of Voters Lisa Gilliam      582-4460 clerk@gardinermaine.com 

City Manager    Scott Morelli        582-4200 citymanager@gardinermaine.com 

Code Enforcement Officer  Barb Skelton      582-6892 ceo@gardinermaine.com  

Economic and Comm. Dev.   Patrick Wright       582-3100 director@gardinermainstreet.org   

Executive Assistant   Robin Plourde      582-4200 rplourde@gardinermaine.com 

Finance Director   Denise Brown       582-6891 finance@gardinermaine.com 

Fire Chief     Al Nelson      582-4535 fire@gardinermaine.com 

General Assistance   Robin Plourde       582-1000 rplourde@gardinermaine.com 

Library Director   Anne Davis       582-3312 library@gardinermaine.com 

P&D, CEO, Assessing Admin Asst. Dorothy Morang     582-6892 acoffice@gardinermaine.com 

Police Chief      James M. Toman    582-5150 police@gardinermaine.com 

Public Safety Assistant  Tara Miley       582-5150 psoffice@gardinermaine.com 

Public Works Supervisor  Tony LaPlante      582-4408 publicworks@gardinermaine.com 

Sewer Clerk    Becky Sieberg       588-4070 sewerbill@gardinermaine.com 

Tax Collector/Deputy Treasurer Kathleen Cutler      582-2223 taxcollector@gardinermaine.com 

Wastewater Treatment  Doug Clark        582-1351 wwtp@gardinermaine.com 

PUBLIC SAFETY NUMBERS 

  Police, Fire, Ambulance (emergency)          9-1-1 

  Police (non-emergency)      582-3211 

  Fire Department (non-emergency and burn permits)  582-4535 

  Augusta Regional Communications Center (Dispatch)  624-7076 

Additional Phone Numbers 

Gardiner Area High School 582-3150  Adult Education 582-8458 

Gardiner Regional Middle School 582-1326  Superintendents Office 582-3774 

Laura E. Richards Elementary School 582-3612  Boys and Girls Club 582-3774 

Riverview Elementary School 582-3402  Gardiner Post Office 582-6160 

    Gardiner Water District 582-5500 

MAILTO:assessor@gardinermaine.com
MAILTO:citymanager@gardinermaine.com
MAILTO:dbrown@gardinermaine.com
MAILTO:psoffice@gardinermaine.com
MAILTO:adavis@gardinermaine.com
MAILTO:acoffice@gardinermaine.com
MAILTO:chief@gardinermaine.com
MAILTO:psoffice@gardinermaine.com
MAILTO:sewerbill@gardinermaine.com
MAILTO:taxcollector@gardinermaine.com
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  Mayorõs Greeting 
 Thomas Harnett, Mayor 

It has been my honor and privilege to serve as the Mayor of the City of Gardiner in 2015 and I look      

forward to serving you again in 2016. As Mayor, one of my responsibilities is to present you with an    

Annual Report for the City of Gardiner. This report for the calendar year of 2015 is issued under Maine 

law at 30A M.R.S.A. Ä2801 and will provide you with a record of the City's financial transactions; a state-

ment of the Cityôs assets and liabilities, including a list of taxpayers unable to meet their tax  obligations; 

and a post audit report based on the complete report of the Cityôs auditors. I will also use this opportunity 

to highlight some of the exciting things that are happening in the City of Gardiner. I encourage you to 

read the entire Annual Report and look for ways that you might to be able to play a role on a City Board 

or Committee to help us continue to grow our beautiful little City nestled on the Kennebec. The City of 

Gardiner continues to move forward, due in large part to the hard work of our City employees. I appreci-

ate all their effort and I also feel fortunate to work with an engaged and thoughtful City Council. Together 

we are taking on the challenges of providing essential City services in the face of what was another de-

crease in the amount of statutorily mandated revenue sharing coming to Gardiner from Augusta.  

 

When I look back at 2015 I think of it as the year of the ñFò due to four words, food, fire, family, and the 

future. Those four words played an important role in our community. 

 

FOOD-Our community likes food and loves when it can obtain its food and beverages from local sources. 

Many of our residents have made it clear that they want Gardiner to be a food hub that attracts people to 

our City to sample its local flavor. Well, in 2015 we moved closer to that reality and were able to do it by 

working with our state and federal partners in encouraging and assisting new food based businesses, many 

of which have created good paying jobs right here. In 2015 alone, Gardiner with the help of its Economic 

Development Committee secured $970,000 in Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) to aid the 

growth of three Gardiner food based businesses, the Gardiner Food Co-op and Cafe, Central Maine 

Meats, and Lost Orchard Brewing. We also welcomed Craft Beer Cellar which features Maine made craft 

beer, wines and other great products. Craft Beer Cellar was just one of the new businesses that choose 

Gardiner as its home. I see this aspect of our business community growing throughout our City and I look 

forward to it. 

 

FIRE-Our beautiful community was disrupted by far too many fires in 2015.  Very early in the year, 

buildings that were home to many of our senior citizens on Highland Avenue were virtually destroyed in a 

mid-winter fire. Fortunately, nobody was seriously injured and the fire was well handled by the City of 

Gardiner's Fire Department and those of our partner communities. Nonetheless, dozens of residents lost 

many or all their cherished possessions and needed to find new homes in which to live. 

 

In July, we lost part of our historic downtown in another fire that left longtime residents without homes, 

destroyed personal property, and led to losses for our business community because of the disruption 

caused by the fire and its cleanup. Once again, our firefighters and those of our partner communities 

saved lives while risking theirsΦ 
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We also experienced a string of fires that destroyed at least three single family homes that left far too many 

without homes and life's basic necessities. One of those fires destroyed a single family home the day before 

Thanksgiving. Our City and area firefighters were there at a moment's notice. 

 

Despite the heroic efforts of the men and women that fought these fires, families were uprooted, made        

temporarily homeless, and were often left with only the clothes they were wearing when they escaped what 

had been their homes. In response to that repeated devastation, we saw the best that Gardiner and our           

surrounding communities had to offer. 

 

FAMILY-The outpouring of compassion that followed each of these tragic events made me proud and left me 

in awe. The generosity of our residents and neighbors helped countless people whose lives were forever 

changed in a moment, get back on their feet, find and furnish new places to live, and return to some sense of 

normalcy in quick order. 

 

Community members, including businesses, donated money in both small and large amounts, fundraisers were 

held and well attended, and furniture and clothes were donated by the truckload. A fire fund was quickly     

established and contributions to it allowed us to meet the needs of all of those who lost so much so quickly. 

Gardiner proved itself to be the epitome of community and truly came together as a family. 

 

FUTURE-While I look back at 2015, I am reminded that as a community, the City of Gardiner is also always 

looking to its future. We treasure our past but know that we must continue to look ahead to improve our City 

and community for those who will follow us. To that end, we applied for and were successful in garnering 

$400,000.00 in Brownfields grants to begin the reclamation and revitalization of the old T.W. Dick site and 

surrounding properties. While the property and its business were certainly an important piece of our collective 

history, it will be amazing and exciting to watch its rebirth in the form of housing, medical facilities, other 

businesses, and everything else that lies in-store. 

 

In closing, I want to thank you for continuing to provide me with the opportunity to serve as the Mayor of 

what is truly an incredible City. I am excited about our future and I look forward to working with the City 

Council and the City staff to continue to provide needed services in a fiscally responsible manner. Please know 

that if you ever have any questions, concerns, or ideas about our community, I am only a phone call or an 

email away. 

 

Be well, 

 

 

Thom Harnett 

Mayor 
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Gardiner City Council 
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